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Mr. Chairman and members of the Board.  My name is Lucy Pasco and I am a lifelong resident of Kohala.  Over the past 2 years I helped write the North Kohala Community Development Plan that was adopted into law on October 22 this year.  I served on the Public Access Focus Group and attended the meetings of the Steering Committee.

I am submitting to you today selected sections of the CDP document that are directly relevant to the issue before you, the Mahukona resort subdivision.  They are the exact words of the CDP.  Included is a map that shows the coastal lands that the community has recommended public purchase for preservation.  Mahukona is one.
Lack of community participation in decisions on Mahukona public access was one of the prime reasons the community chose to make Public Access a major issue in the Community Development Plan.

Mahukona has been a highly used public area throughout its entire history up to 1990 when the new owners locked the jeep road on which the community had court-ordered vehicle access.

Chalon was required in 1993 to provide three things for the public:

1.  A plan for Shoreline Public Access providing lateral trails and vehicular mauka-makai access to parking areas near the shore.

2. A recordable agreement dedicating the 39 acres of shoreline conservation district land to public use.
3. Plan and build improvements to Mahukona and Kapa’a parks as required by the permits.

All of these plans have taken place without public participation.  All have been “approved” by the Planning Department not only without public participation --- but also without public notice.  The folks in Kohala do not know what their access to this once highly used public shoreline might be under these plans. 
The words of the new CDP demand that the community be part of all decisions on public access and public use in our district.  

The words of the CDP say:  “Community spokespersons have been adamant in their desire to amend and implement specific public accesses that have been agree to by land owners or court-ordered, but for various reasons were never finalized.”
  Mahukona is one if these.  The public was left out of decisions key to our use of the shoreline and parks.  
The agreements made by the Planning Department, must not be approved by the County until the community has had a chance to review and make recommendations about our rights to the shoreline and parks. 
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