DECLARATION OF PETE HOFFMAN,
I, Pete Hoffman, hereby declare under penalty of perjury that the following is true and correct:
1. I am competent to testify to the matters herein, and unless otherwise indicated, I make this declaration based upon personal knowledge.

2. I am the elected representative to the Hawaii County Council for North and South Kohala. I have personally visited more than 1,700 households in this district and heard from countless individuals and community groups on their concerns, values, and vision for the future of this area.

3. People from all over the island treasure the sweeping open coastline of leeward North Kohala and residents of the area have worked for decades to protect it from development and to preserve its open space.
4. Preserving this parcel (TMK: (3) 5-7-001:005) is a recommendation of the draft North Kohala Community Development Plan. Furthermore, North Kohala had the highest community participation rate on the Island for areas developing community development plans.

5. In January of 2008, Pao’o was identified as the number one priority for preservation by the County’s Public Access, Open Space, and Natural Resources Preservation Commission.
6. This rugged coastline has been a natural resource for recreational users, spiritual practitioners and subsistence fishermen for as long as anybody can remember. Today its natural beauty is also a draw for the tourism that helps to support our local economy. Data from around the country shows that those communities that have actively preserved open space have robust economies and greater, long-term economic stability 1.  And, importantly, this economic strength is directly related to the higher quality of life that open space provides for every community member 2-7.  The economic benefits of preserving and conserving open space are especially true for Hawaii Island because the Island’s largest income sources are directly related to the intact natural environment and beauty of the Island’s open space:  tourism and scientific and educational programs  8.   It is widely understood by the tourism and visitor organizations within the state that what differentiates Hawaii from other tourist destinations is the natural environment and  host culture 9.
7. While the people of this area are generally welcoming to newcomers they are also very protective of their natural resources and of this coastline in particular. For this reason I believe that private development in this area should be discouraged and that it should be preserved for future generations.

I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing statements are true and correct, to the best of my knowledge, information, and belief.  

DATED:  Waimea, Hawai`i, February __ , 2008.







_____________________________
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