DECLARATION OF Lucy Pasco,
I, Lucy Pasco, hereby declare under penalty of perjury that the following is true and correct:
1. I am competent to testify to the matters herein, and unless otherwise indicated, I make this declaration based upon personal knowledge.

2. I am a 70 year old resident of North Kohala of Hawaiian and Pilipino descent. I'm not sure how long my family has lived in this area, at least five generations. My parents grew up in North Kohala and I am the eldest of their seven children. I am also the mother of seven children.

3. Some of my earliest memories are of Pao'o are when my parents would take us there to fish and gather opihi to feed the family. They taught us to respect the mountains and the oceans and to keep them clean. I have never seen such a pristine coastline and people today still keep it clean. I remember in particular this part of Pao'o South of Lapakahi. It is special. I can't explain it but I can feel it, like someone is watching you. I recall my mother giving us special caution when we were passing through the area, not to make loud noises and to be extra respectful. This was before the construction of the highway and I recall sometimes my father would take the mauka trail and then come down to meet us in this area. I remember him saying it was easy to follow that trail.

4. My family and my kupuna taught us to be safe in the ocean and to grow together as a family. My children grew up this way too. Children now use the ocean for sport and it is the same; they fish and they surf and they bind together. We need the ocean. I believe the ocean is for the people and it should be kept that way. It is there for us to meditate and heal and become spiritually connected. Who would want to walk around a house to do this? It is a place to go and be free, not for sitting in front of someone's yard. The coastline is becoming more and more closed and it shouldn't be that way. I have grandchildren now and there are less and less places to take them for this kind of experience.

5. This particular place has a history and it is special. It is my wish for the sake of past generations that as much of this coastline as possible is saved for the people.

I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing statements are true and correct, to the best of my knowledge, information, and belief.  

DATED:  Waimea, Hawai`i, August 29, 2006.
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