DECLARATION OF GAIL BYRNE

I, Gail Byrne, hereby declare under penalty of perjury that the following is true and correct:

1. I am competent to testify to the matters herein, and unless otherwise indicated, I make this declaration based upon personal knowledge and professional experience.  
2. My background and professional experience that is relevant to commenting on this proposed project include:

· Masters of Science in Civil Engineering, University of Washington

· Bachelors of Science in Civil Engineering, University of Washington

· Working with agency scientists and field personnel as well as various stakeholders regarding cumulative effects issues including watershed analysis for evaluation of future land use impacts and Total Maximum Daily Load studies to determine assimilative capacities of water bodies.
· Coordinating, assisting with facilitation, and providing technical assistance to watershed and land use planning with a variety of stakeholders for the long-term protection of natural resources, water quality (marine and fresh), and beneficial uses from a variety of land uses and impacts.
· Interfacing between scientists/engineers and the public during land use planning and implementation of projects, including the creation of work plans, monitoring and restoration.
· Collaborating with County, State, and Federal firefighting agencies and personnel, scientists, natural resource managers, and landowners to mitigate wildfire hazards to protect natural and cultural resources and communities from wildfire.
· Recreating along the Kohala Coast for 11 years.
3. The proposed project is not consistent with conserving, protecting, or preserving natural resources.  The proposed project,

· does not address local and regional cumulative effects on natural resources

· will increase pollutant load to the near shore environment

· will likely increase the burn area of wildfires contributing to increased erosion and sediment inputs 

· will fragment and destroy the open space characteristics of one of the last undeveloped coastlines in the State visible from a highway

· is contrary to good land use planning

4. The proposed project will have negative cumulative effects on the natural resources and their beneficial uses, locally and regionally.   Locally, runoff and subsurface flow carrying pollutants from construction activities, the leach field, desalinization plant, landscaping, and pool maintenance activities will degrade the near shore environment.   This can be compounded by the intermittent use of a vacation home, which can limit the effectiveness of a septic system, increasing the pollutant loading entering the ocean.  Discharge of chlorinated pool water to the septic system can also impact the ability of a septic system to treat wastewater, increasing the likelihood that wastewater that is not well treated will be discharged into AA pristine waters.

South of this proposed project along the North Kohala coast, a variety of land uses have contributed to substantial degradation of the offshore reef. 

One of the most effective and least expensive best management practices (BMP) to mitigating regional cumulative effects is to act proactively to limit degradation in areas that are still pristine, such as Pao’o.  Another effective BMP is to provide substantial buffers between human polluting activities and the natural resources that need to be protected.   Constructing a home at Pao’o in immediate proximity to pristine resources is not aligned with the latter.

5. Wilfires ocurr regularly in this area.  The proposed project will most likely increase erosion and sediment input to near shore waters due to larger wildfire burn areas.   The Hawaii County Fire Department is mandated to prioritize protecting houses over natural resources from wildfire.  The proposed project will require the Fire Department to take a defensive stance to protect the proposed vacation home with regard to any fires near Pao’o.   When this occurs, efforts that might otherwise be expended to suppress the wildfire are now moved to protecting a vacation home, resulting in larger burn areas.  Fire crews cannot simultaneously protect a vacation home and/or evacuate residents and effectively take suppression action.  

6.   This project will fragment and destroy the open space characteristics of this coastline. The proposed project will be visible from the highway, the water, and to any cultural practitioner, camper, or hiker in the area.   This area is one of the last and longest undeveloped stretches of coastal open space in the State.   Good land use planning ensures strategic protection of large open space areas because open space is an economic asset that meets important social and quality of life needs, while maintaining important ecological functions.  

I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing statements are true and correct, to the best of my knowledge, information, and belief.  

DATED:  Waikoloa, Hawai`i, February 17, 2008.
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