LANDOWNER
OKING FOR
YER THAT WILL
RESERVE AREA
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A ﬁamzly has - postponed
n‘s pidm to build a home at
Paoo and will wait a year to

give government or a con- .

ryation group the oppor-
1o purchaset at a fair

Jor mtham C(;hem wxil pull

" application from consider-

ation by the state Board of
Lagd and natur &i Resources

md hopes an’ entity will
1o preserve the popu-
eward North Kohala
ne and archaeologi-
eab im‘m: es found on the
property.

“While we had believed
anddo believe that we could
build g home which would
enhance the protection of
environmental and etlpur-
al resources at Papo,” said
Cohen, “we recognize that
md mdmduals and

agency m,nonpmﬁt conser-
vation buyer”

Cohen, a Massachusetts-
based financier,” has pro-

posed a series.of structures -

on the property a few miles
south of Lapakahi State
Historie Park.

But critics say this could
adversely affect the remains
of an ancient: village and
trigger the development of
two similar shoreline par-

a home there -
one of the few
people can get to the shore-
line along the 25-mile lee~

ward North Kohal a mast i

“It was never

rom anyone, It was- our
intention to help take care
of the land” Cohenrsaid. “At
the same time, we under-
stand the concery for the
first home built in a natural
area and we do not want to
be the first'to do so” ‘

Fven the  state
Department of Land and
Natural Resources Office
of Conservation and Coastal
Land, has recommended
the state Land ‘Board deny
Cohen’s application, a move
which prompted the owner

O .thcrs claim

to request a contested-case

‘hearing, Whmh has yet o be

-resolved.
Cohen, who is repre-
sented by i

attorney. Rand
said he-has bee
sell the property to a group
that will preserve the land,
‘enhance protection for the
cultural and environmental
resources, and respect the
natural and cultural values

in Lomultatlon Wxth the

descendants of the people

of Pavo. : -
“We understm t :

Paoco has been iden ified as

appropriate for

ate of Hawaii,’ smd Cohen.
“We have had inguiries from
potential conservation pur-

chasers, but no person or
agency has stepped up and
made an offer”

Cohen said his goal was
to build a home in Hawaii,
protect the important sites
of Paco and contfiue pub-.
lic access to the shoreline.
“If the protection and access
components can be accom-
plished through a conservas
tion purchase,” said Cohen,
“then this is our current
goal”

Almost 20 years ago

the' state gave thc f@rmer
property owner, Michael
Rearden, permission “'to

a build a 3,900-square-foot

home on the property. - In
1994, however, Hui Lihikai-
Citizens for Protection of
the North Kohala Coastline
filed” a complaint - about
Rearden’s activities at Paco.
The Land Board eventually
extinguished Rearden’s per-
mit before he Lould bu&d
the house,

Rearden - purchased

. the property in 1985 from

bigna& Oil f()r $290 000 and
. d ,

Galke then sold the pmperty
to Cohen in 2000 for 1.5
million.

Cohen said he W‘Otﬂd wait
ayear for potential buyers to
act, and if no one steps for-
ward, he would re—ewluate
his plans for Paoo. ‘

“We shdre a Loncem for

K.Oh(/n: “We see the mas@— :
line- full eaf hotels, condws,

hc; ¢genmes "
for resource pmtectmn and
@nfor ment




